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Claims 

[d] A transponder configured to communicate with a 
transponder-reader to perform a transaction, said 
transponder comprising: 

a database configured to store travel -related informa- 
tion, wherein said travel-related information comprises: 
a transponder user ID application; and 
at least one second application for storing travel related 
information, said second application comprising a com- 
mon file structure and at least one partner file structure. 

[c2] A transponder in accordance with claim 1, wherein said 
second application comprises at least one of a payment 
system application, an airline application, a hotel appli- 
cation, a rental car application, an activity application, a 
transportation application and a restaurant application. 

[c3] A transponder configured to communicate with a 
transponder-reader to perform a transaction, said 
transponder comprising: 

a database configured to store travel -related information 
and configured to communicate with said transponder- 
reader; wherein said travel-related information com- 
prises: a transponder user ID application and a second 



application, said second application being configured to 
store travel -related information associated with a 
transponder user; and 

said second application comprising a common file struc- 
ture and a partner file structure, wherein said partner file 
structure provides write access to a field within said 
partner file structure for a first partnering organization 
and denies write access to said field for a second part- 
nering organization, and said common file structure 
provides write access for both said first and second part- 
ners to at least one field in said common file structure. 

[c4] A transponder in accordance with claim 3, wherein said 
second application comprises at least one of a payment 
system application, an airline application, a hotel appli- 
cation, a rental car application, an activity application, a 
transportation application and a restaurant application. 

[c5] The transponder of claim 3, wherein said second appli- 
cation comprises a payment system application, and 
wherein said payment system application is configured 
to store an account number and an expiration date asso- 
ciated with a payment account. 

[c6] The transponder of claim 3, wherein said second appli- 
cation comprises an airline application, and wherein said 
airline application is configured to store an electronic 



ticket. 



[c7] The transponder of claim 3, wherein said second appli- 
cation comprises a hotel application, and wherein said 
hotel application is configured to store data associated 
with a hotel reservation. 

[c8] The transponder of claim 3, wherein said second appli- 
cation comprises a rental car application, and wherein 
said rental car application is configured to store data as- 
sociated with a car preference. 

[c9] The transponder of claim 3, wherein said transponder 
user ID application comprises an application configured 
to store indicia of said transponder user's identity, and 
wherein said indicia of said transponder user's identity 
includes a name and an address. 

[do] The transponder of claim 3, wherein said second appli- 
cation comprises an airline application. 

[cH] The transponder of claim 3, wherein said transponder 
user ID application provides general read access. 

[c12] a distributed transaction method comprising: 

receiving transponder user ID and travel -related infor- 
mation at a transponder-reader configured for commu- 
nicating with a transponder; 



transmitting said transponder user ID and travel-related 
information on a network to a partnering organization 
having an associated partnering organization server, said 
partnering organization server being configured to facili- 
tate sending and receiving said transponder user ID and 
travel-related information over said network. 

[d3] The method of claim 12, wherein said step of receiving 
transponder user ID and information and travel-related 
information comprises receiving transponder user ID and 
travel-related information, and wherein transponder user 
ID comprises at least one of: a transponder user name, a 
transponder user address, a transponder user account 
number and a transponder identifier, and wherein travel- 
related information comprises at least one of airline in- 
formation, rental car information, hotel information, ac- 
tivity information, restaurant information, and trans- 
portation information. 

[d4] The method of claim 12, wherein said step of transmit- 
ting transponder user ID and travel -related information 
further comprises transmitting said transponder infor- 
mation and travel-related information in a common file 
structure and a partner file structure format, wherein 
said partner file structure provides write access to a field 
within said partner file structure for a first partnering or- 
ganization and denies write access to said field for a 



second partnering organization, and said common file 
structure provides write access for both said first and 
second partners to at least one field in said common file 
structure. 

[d5] The method of claim 12, wherein step of transmitting 
transponder user ID and travel -related information fur- 
ther comprises transmitting at least one of said 
transponder user ID and travel -related information in 
track 1/track 2 International Standards Setting Organiza- 
tion format. 



